
C o n t e m p o r a r y  W o r l d  ( a p p r o v e d )  –  S y n o p t i c  T a b l e  

 

Contemporary World, Course 2 

Theme 
Designated 

focus 
Common concept  

Central 
concept  

Specific Concepts  
Topic to be 
interpreted 

Position to be 
taken 

Power 
The powers of 

states 

• Interdependence 

• Globalization 

• Power 

State 

• International 
law 

• Governance 
• Integration 
• Sovereignty 
• Standardization 

The redefinition of 
the powers of states 

– The capacity of 
states to take action 

OR 
– The sovereignty of 
states and economic 
or 
political associations 

Tensions and 
conflicts 

External 
intervention in a 

sovereign 
territory 

Intervention 

• Diplomacy 
• Human rights 
• Ideology 
• Interference 
• Demand 

The legitimacy of 
external intervention 

in areas of 
tension and conflict 

– Application of the 
principle of 
humanitarian 
assistance 

OR 
– The interests of 
intervening parties 
versus those of 
populations 

 

 Contemporary World, Course 1 

Theme 
Designated 

focus 
Common concept  

Central 
concept  

Specific Concepts  
Topic to be 
interpreted 

Position to be 
taken 

Environment 
Environmental 
management 

• Interdependence 

• Globalization 

• Power 

Sustainable 
development 

• Consumption 
• Dependence 
• Regulation 
• Responsibility 

Economic, political 
and social 
choices in 

environmental 
management 

– The use and 
consumption of 
resources 

OR 

– The harmonization 
of environmental 
standards 

Population 
The increase in 

migration 
Migration 

• Culture 
• Relocation 
• Diaspora 
• Network 
• Urbanization 

Economic and social 
changes 

related to the 
increase in 
migration 

– The management 
of urban 
expansion 

OR 

– Migration and the 
world of work 

Wealth 
The distribution 

of wealth 
Disparity 

• Concentration  
• Economic 

development 
• Flows 
• Social justice 
• Resource 

The disparity in the 
distribution of wealth 

– Balancing social 
justice and 
economic 
development 

OR 

– The control of 
resources 

 

Competency 1: Key Features and Manifestations 

manifestations 

Competency 2: Key Features and Manifestations 


